ILFAN &

AILROAD

CANADA 56.99

New Life for Old Alcos
- PM 1225 on Freight

Decatur, lllinois

RailCamp

STEVE BARRY




E: A pleasant spring evening is spent at the elevator in
Carland, Mmmuan. on April 21 as the crew chats with a local farmer; PM 1225
and the crew relax after a hard day; just a few hours earlier, 1225 blasted past
the elevator with its headlight off and a coat of road grime that made the scene
something out of the early 1950s; PM 1225 heads west at King Road outside
Owosso on ex-Ann Arbor trackage; the classic lines of Lima super power are
displayed in the low, early moming sunlight.
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“Do NOT wash the locomotive!”

Youuu Dirrrty Berk!

By Steve Barry

T WOULD Pere Mar-
quette 2-8-4 No.1225 have
looked like in regular
freight service in the 1940s

and 1950s? That's the question that
Historic Transport Preservation, Inc.,
Lerro Productions and the Steam Rail-
roading Institute set out to answer on
the weekend of April 21-22, 2007, The
1225 had its “modern” paint trimmings
blacked out on the handrails, a set of
vintage automobiles were brought in to
set the mood and three boxcars lettered
for railroads of the past were coupled to
1225’s tender. But what really made
the transformation complete was some-
thing that wasnt done. They didn't
wash the engine,

The 1225 rolled out of the Lima erect-
ing shop in 1941 and had an all-too-brief
carcer working for the PM and successor
Chesapeake & Ohio. Retired in 1951, the
locomaotive found its way to a display site
on the Michigan State University cam-
pus (we'll ignore the fact that an Ohio-
born locomotive was at MSU) where it
resided from 1957 until 1983, It was re-
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